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(54) Abstract Title 

Collapsible case 



(57) A case has a bottom (10), multiple sides (12) and a frame. Each side (12) extends upward from one of the 
edges of the bottom (10). Each side (12) has opposite edges each connected to one edge of the adjacent side 
(12) and a top. The frame has multiple flexible longitudinal rods (14) and multiple flexible lateral rods (16). 
Each longitudinal post (14) is mounted in the joint between two edges of the adjacent sides (12). Each flexible 
lateral post (16) is mounted in the top of each side (12). With such an arrangement, the case is collapsible and 
can be folded flat when the case is not used. To store and to transport become more convenient. 
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COLLAPSIBLE CASE 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a case, and more particularly to a case that 
can be folded flat when the case is not in use. 

2. Description of Related Art 

A case is used to contain objects. A conventional case always has a bottom 
and multiple sides. Each side extends upward from one of the edges of the 
bottom, such that a space is defined between the sides to hold objects. However, 
because the conventional case is not foldable, a large space is required to store 
the case when the case is not used. To store and to transport the conventional 
case are inconvenient. 

To overcome the shortcomings, the present invention provides a collapsible 
case to mitigate or obviate the aforementioned problems. 

The main objective of the invention is to provide a collapsible case that can 
be folded flat when the case is not used. The case has a bottom, multiple sides 
and a frame. Each side extends up from one of the edges of the bottom. Each 
side has opposite edges each connected to one of the edges of an adjacent side 
and a top. The frame has multiple flexible longitudinal rods and multiple 
flexible lateral rods. Each longitudinal post is mounted in the joint between two 
edges of adjacent sides. Each flexible lateral post is mounted in the top of each 
side. Consequently, the frame can support the bottom and the sides, and a space 
is defined between the bottom and the sides to hold objects. In addition, the case 
can be folded flat when the case is not used. To store and to transport the case is 
more convenient. 
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Other objectivess, advantages and novel features of the invention will 

become more apparent from the following detailed description when taken in 

conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

TNTHFfMAWTNOS 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a collapsible case in accordance with the 

present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a frame to support the case in Fig. 1 ; 

Fig. 3 and Fig. 4 are operational perspective views of the case in Fig. 1 
showing that the case is twisted to fold the case; and 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the case in Fig. 1 after the case has been 
folded flat. 

With reference to Figs. 1 and 2, a case in accordance with the present 
invention comprises a bottom (10), multiple sides (12) and a frame. The bottom 
(10) has at least four edges (not numbered) with the same length. Each side (12) 
extends upward from one of the edges of the bottom (10). For example, if the 
bottom (10) is square, there are four sides (12) respectively on the four edges of 
the bottom (10). Each side (12) has opposite edges each connected to one of 
edges of the adjacent side (12). Consequently, a space is defined between the 
bottom (10) and the sides (12) to hold objects. In practice, the bottom (10) and 
the sides (12) are made of a foldable material like fabric, canvas, net or plastic 
material. 

The frame is used to support the bottom ( 1 0) and the sides ( 1 2) in an 
expanded state. The frame comprises a base plate (11), multiple longitudinal 
rods (14) and multiple lateral rods (16). The base plate (1 1) is placed in the 
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space defined in the case and abuts the bottom (10), such that a bottom support 
is provided in the case. Each longitudinal post (14) is made of a flexible material. 
Each longitudinal post (14) is mounted in the joint between two edges of 
adjacent sides (12). Each longitudinal post (14) has a length substantially equal 
to the the edge of the corresponding side (12). The longitudinal rods (14) can 
provide a longitudinal supporting effect to the sides (12) so they will stand 
vertically. 

Each lateral post (16) is made of a flexible material and mounted in the top 
of each side (16). Each lateral post (16) has a length substantially equal to the 
width of the top of the corresponding side (12). The lateral rods (16) can provide 
a lateral supporting effect to the sides (12). Consequently, the bottom (10) and 
the sides (12) can be supported to form a case with an opening to hold objects. 

With reference to Figs. 3 to 5, when the case is not used, the user holds 
opposite comers of the case and twists clockwise or counterclockwise. Because 
the sides (12) are foldable and the rods (14, 16) are flexible, the sides (12) can be 
folded and the rods (14,16) can be bent. Consequently, the longitudinal rods (14) 
can be rotated to be parallel to the edge of the bottom (10) and the lateral rods 
(16), such that the case can be folded to a flat state as shown in Fig. 5. The 
storage space of the case is reduced. To store and to transport the case become 
more convenient. 

Even though numerous characteristics and advantages of the present 
invention have been set forth in the foregoing description, together with details 
of the structure and function of the invention, the disclosure is illustrative only, 
and changes may be made in detail, especially in matters of shape, size, and 



arrangement of parts within the principles of the invention to the full extent 
indicated by the broad general meaning of the terms in which the appended 
claims are expressed. 
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CLAIMS: 

1 . A case comprising: 

a bottom having multiple edges; 

a side extending upward from each edge of the bottom and having opposite 
edges each connected to one edge of the adjacent side and a top so as to define a 
space between the bottom and the sides; 

a flexible longitudinal post mounted in a joint between two edges of each 
adjacent sides; and 

a flexible lateral post mounted in the top of each side. 

2. The case as claimed in claim 1, wherein each longitudinal post has a 
length substantially equal to the edge of the side in which the longitudinal post 
is mounted. 

3. The case as claimed in claim 1, wherein each lateral post has a length 
substantially equal to a width of the top of the side in which the lateral post is 
mounted. 

4. The case as claimed in claim 1 further comprising a base plate received 
in the space defined between the bottom and the sides and abutting the bottom 
to provide a bottom supporting effect to the case. 
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